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ESSAY L :. 


AQ He Diſputes concetning TuriſdidFion 
== in mattersTelaring'to the--Church, 

> havebeenſo various, thar they have 
much ſhaken rhe peace of theSrats; 
DS whilſt many making it a great part 
of theirRehgiow to conteſtforpow- 


er,have almoft akogtther deſtroy'd 
the power of Religion, The ſtrife 4- 


mongſt rhe Difciples of our Saviour | Who nous be the 
greateſt} ſeems not yet to be ended; ' and: though we all 
Ye mr ſelye$10 be ſervants of that Maſter, - whole 
rin dom is not of this world, yer thoſe who in amore pe- 
cultar manner bear his coonizance.think it is not enough 
Sr.chemroreign with him hereafter, unleſſe chey may 
bee —_— rocxercife _ juri{di&ion for - here 
below; ay rokecep rhe govetniment gpon is ſhoul- 
ger is (as they iuppoſe) to PR cheir hands, _ 
2 c 


Wy 


ne 76 ram 

rake to cleer theſe Diſptes , will bee to examine the 

which Chriſt artributeth to himſelf oyer . 

is Church, and that wherein hee the 

of ers, and how far the Magiftrate is concerned 

The a&ions then which "Chrilt cxerciſcrh ſolch/and 

immediately over his Church, referre either to = 

arms Fix perf. Office... To the beginning 
0 


pu ge nr egirg 
pomagaion ce Lam, an the frecing of it from 
vere but in the conſtitution of the 


Enaglcal Mater the abolition 

ofthe wo hes porn x definitive 

JurifdiQtion, bebe Treg 

the nickel, Fur godly. and ————_— the 
to his Father. _ 


by Knee = Ties mer elec Mer 
fry others, have relation ( as either 
tO the ox1w4rd,or the impard man, To thei inward man, 
when by the power of his $ ec 
Word, hee tnaeeehounerianting. Ke. 
it is, becauſe the work of Miniſters and others hercin, 
wore ptr rd x Ne: who is the princi- 
ND belogs! or rather his workin and by them, the cffe& 
to the chiefe agent is ſometimes applyed 
rays 6. ce and ſo they are ſaid to ſave men, to 
emit fins, &c. Theofticns phch oma mmane eurages 


man, ——_— — JD». 


(3) 


Church from Enemies and in the right ordering and 
pore. br e aary eden heel. berrer propa- 


Sand he here begins own Diſpute the Diſci- 
pline Chiiſt hath left for nav i v0 Church, 


Dl hywhomt bro beaded iiock Toomit the (e- 
verall conteſts hereabouts, © full of paſſion and inte» \, 
reſt, that if Gods love to his Church had not been grea- 
terro preſerveir, then the devills malice is, or can bee 
by theſe diviſions redeftroy it, ir had been long ſince 
rorne in pieces, . which yet remains but ia a ſhattered 


condition. 'It will not eggs =; ho eng 1 ahes 
all theſe ſtirs, calmly ro inquire, Whether Chriſt har 
lee ck apardentar Dice or form 7 Nc 
as his Church inall aged obſerve. I pre= 
ſumerhe racherropropolerits becauſe the Scripture 
ſeems to ſpeak hereof in generall terms as, Lerall 
things be done decently and in order : andtharwe find 
ſome offices, as that of Widows inthe Apoſtles times, 
which I know none that plead for now : and other cus. 
——_— 
vpn t wma te Manes of the 


pew» Frutn rang Though S Chanchor Geneva. 
hatgen that Chriſt hath inſtirured four Orders for the 


ntof his Church,Paſtors, Doctors, Elders and 
yer they ſeem as the French ads re; 


A3 


(a) 
found the office of Elder and Deacon, 1 whom, 
and the-Churches of Holland, there is that: in 
Dilcipline, that thoſe French Churches thar are there, 
have their Confiſtories and Synods __ 
May inferre, there may be a unity in 
there is not an uniformity in Ditcipline; though the £ gar” 
ment of Chriſt be 47%Ee rent or ſeam, yet that 0 
Church be of divers -coloms. And ifoce ſhould 
admit that Chriſt hath left a freedome and latitude to 
his Church herein, which we muſt doegor condemne all 
the Churches of God 'ithat have been = biberds + tincc 
they have inall ages differed herein more or lefſe.What 
needs all this adoe* Why doc not wee rather ftrive to 
Spiritinghe bond of peace, . then 
| uniformity of what we can never 
_ Ft will more concern vs « £1 a true 
Ee I 
and ya the rruc then x0 
nngd ay lng nels Quins mhcacongh 
to 
have cpouſed, whoever ſeeks 1 


ben LO " ek ck ygy—rpenc 6 bur poſhbly 
, thar 25 10 
corheournand goverment och nl gabpoting 


fr hadron cont pveotrras + wry 


—_— this appearsto 
Ro and reaſfonsfor as when 


Cade cheter ofeke lews for his peculiar Church, 


particularly prefenb'd the: and Government 
eee tered wo dab ke Gon an 


ES 
t 

4 ny ke mh next Eh- 

L Sad mor where .it. once : 

| bS iS. Gui Ambition. i 


ng, ta. adyance the 


noobs by 


& 
leadi for our own power ruine his, Since therefore - 
tags God amongſt us conlifts of Chriſtian 
he confider *Magiſtrares Bactrboy 
t wer 
whoſe incon let hefail of his / 19g cirheras a 
- par of allelines needs exrend tothe'carc 
'we of all whereby we may lead as 
ell gon 25a peiiceable lifes By thelty of aceuce we 
know the ſame man might. bee, and often was[both 
Xing and Prieſt ;the office of Prieſthood was ſtill annex- 
cd ro the Primegeniture in that moſt equal rament 
COTS CE Tg 
And wheh cor þ mee tive law the Levicicalt oY 


iques of the ancient cuſtom 2 


A road, the Lihers of | ere £0 lay the 
Paſchall amb; and Hates ENG: chrocky Wight 


prtnch Prophelic ; which might ſeem 


—eS Cnermnopolrpermgm 
as 0 ate 

| hee Pricfs, And here ir = 

nnter the call th the of Magiſtracy, 


* edby ſhoe 


7 e > cif 


perivent rhow Jury ; 


Nerp engine» to Regen duly "admin. © 
- withour ED cancer fengrions 
ciemlees Heneeitis, ay fe cant Paſto rum 


kdreot * chftodes wirinſyue uiriuſyue 16bule, Nor doth' the 
of Supream Aurthonrtyever RR — 


(7) 
then when it ſhines forth in rhe due care and ordering of 
religious marrers, which cither are or ought to be chiefly 
' regarded. The Rowen Emperours accounted the office 
of Powtifex Maxim t00 great tobe impartedroorhe 
and the beſt ot Chriſtian Princes have rather eſtecm 
it their duty, thenan own ary on izance of 
thing to Religion. ye more 
ans. therein To others, their negle& cannot preju- 
dice the right of thoſe thar come after them. Thoſe then 
are t0Ouncivill with their Superiours, that whilſt rhey 
make their own funQions to paſſe for ſuch ſolemn and 
and ſacred things,afford them only a Civill title. Whar, 
not their office roo of divine. ioftitution? may not thoſe 
that are nurſing Fathers ofthe Church ſee tharthe chil- 
dren have bread? If the Bifhop of Rowe under prerence 
only of being Chriſts Vicar hath aſſumed ſo much power 
in the Church, may nor they that arc truly his Vice-ge- 
rents, ſee that all things be adminiſtred according ro his 
direion? And as their authority is divine becauſe they 
are Magiſtrates, ſo we muſt allow their Afts robe ſome- 
thing more then Civil or profane ( as they arc uſually 
) it we ha ye but ſo much charity as to rake them 
for Chriftians. All Rivers loſe their name when they 
come once to be empticd into the ſea, and whoever 
ives up his name unto Chriſt, muſt be content only to 
ar his imageand pe, his whole man and all 
his 2Rions are, or ought to be then truly Chriſtian and 
holy. Andas the Magiſtrate cannot ſay this or that hee 
may doe, as a Magiſtrate, butnot as a Chriſtian, fince 
thetic of his Religion being the higheſt, ſwallowsup all 
other relations , and gives = denomination ro = his 
ations 


(6) Ee 
-ihgentious man poore 

| hc Fro nm 
ed authority, cither reach Magiſtrate ro 
> | to conremn his power. 'But 
18 not the withinche Church', and-doth'inor 
che Paſtors oftice extend ro him, 25 well by the 
ing of the Galptl,as by the cxercile of the of the 
COREAIEESES make rhe 


ſach a thing, aad afterwards give it that 
their thereby more pretend to ad- 


vance their authoriry oroffice above his, then the 6 a 
on by ng di ous, or ned bby 


ts, nor ondyalied in br 
thei ro xo Fognes wad, the Ro rnetk andabilrywhich 


forme Are Magtraofta rg to Church af- 
fairs Magiſtrate of his right- tis fit, and * Twas. 


ol » Neither may the difficulty or 
- in Religion (as ſome would make us beleeve 
er nor eTina 


from: . 


doe; nor may the Paſtors by the exercifing of 


(9) 
from his duty. Chriſtian is a competent Judge 
- of rheſe , and oughttopaſſeſentence upon rhe pro» 
foundeſt DoRor , intrying tus moſt ſubtil 
by the touch-ſtone of Gods Wordjas far at leaſt as con» 
cerns himſelf. . If Pavi when he was queſtioned concern» 


Tribunall, heforc whom (be ics) be ought 10 be judg- 
ed; how can we be ſo dif-ingen 

the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, which the Apoſtle gives 
to a Heathen Emperour? And certainly if Magiſtrates 
their Power, and that which ought to governe their 


Government, they would with Devid make Gods law, 
their ſtudy ight thensc learn to be wiſer then 
their Teachers, id the imputation 


on of 

gn 

Conti heraes work] ll eee dies eb 

ingenis, ut ni pare 
may 


ror na area mr mapratiyg Fre 
| 4a melins Vti S408 Bucs ares. 

we _ Magiteaels Gods Minter cofh 
our good, as well in ſpirnial as'temporall 
rurkel pron, ry iribrs. ers ered er 
formed that God hath d im his Ward , fo'tis 
his right to' derermine and ordain whatever may make 
for the advancement of —_— relation exther to 
Offices or Perſons, Civillor (as they arc uſually 
III. Hai a2” ar g0- 
_ x VEernmcat 


(10) 
vernment of Chriſts viſible within the circuit of 
his juriſdiion. : The at raer of the _ of Ge» 
nevs, where the - 5 <orrvs | many in this point hath 
rook ſanRuary, will reach us thus much, 'forthe Magi: 
ſtrates have ſtampt their authority” upon them in theſe 
words, Nome Syndiques, petit, et grand. Conſeil de Ge- 
Heve, fc apres avoir ex de Paſteurs er Mingftres de cette 
Eegliſe advis, conforme 4 la parole de Diew, &c. avons or- 
donne et eftabli de ſuiure es noſtre ville et territeire 1s 
Police way 096 nf enſurt . The whole conſtitution 
of their policy was from the Magiſtrare,allthe Miniſters 
had to doe inir, was to-give their advice pnly;(o likewiſe 
if any difference ariſe among the Miniſters in matters of 
doarin, or that they be ſcandalous in their lives, the laſt 
Appeal is made tothe Magiſtrate, who hath refervedto 
himſelf the finall judgment and determination thercof. 
T heir neighbours the S#rfers are fomerhing. more ſtrict 
inthe managing of their authority,even to thei 
_m_ their Miniſters that reſpect-ro-rheir -Magiltracy, 
_ trhey 9908þ 0 momarer ro take notice in the. pulpit 
of any failings inthe execurionthereofgwithour-acquain- 
ting _ therewith firſt in-privatc;as underſtanding wel 
enough the effecrs xhar ſuch diſcourſes maypro- 
"duce, no lefſe to the vilifying of the Mayiſtracy,then the 
Miniſtery roo art laft. If the Magiſtrates power thenbee 
of this r, wethar are Chriſtians cando noleffe then 
pray, as the Heathens did for their Emperour, :4r- Dews 
ipfs intelligentem divins que juri. mentens: det, 
and that God would enable himwith altgraces firting ſo 
gen a function, whoſe performing of the great: duty 
bath laid upon him herein, will moxe wrt phtrodess 


N: 


(11) 
then leſſen the Miniſters office, which is next to be en- 
quired into. FLING 
Hee that hath heaven for his throne, and the exrtbFor 
his foor-ſtoole, is pleaſed ro call the Church his Houſe, 
where for the betterordering of all things;. he hath 
ced ſome 25 Stewards and Overſeers of the'reſt; .Not 
to ſpeak of thoſe who were endowed with morecxtraot-' 
dinary gifts for the performance of rheir ſpirituall fun- 
ctions; as rhe Apoſtles, Prophets, iſts,thoſe we 
find frequently mentioned in Scripture, as.the oy 
-Diſpenſers of the myſterics of God, are ſometimes cal- 
led Biſhops, ſomerimes Elders, Paſtors, or Teachers, 
and theſe ſeem ro import one and the ſame office or 
charge, otherwiſc I doe not rightly underſtand St, Lake 
in the 20 of the &&#s 17. where St. Pani ſends from Mi- 
letus,rocall thither the Elders of the Church of Ephe- 
ſus, whom in the 2$ ver. hee charges to take heed woro 
'themſelves; and ro all the flock, over which the holy 
Ghoſt hath made them Biſhops or Overſeers :.nor yet 
(St, Paul, Tit. 1.5. where hee ſpeaks of leaving: hitn-in 
"Creze to ordain Elders in chand i 
infers, thar a Biſhop ( the amethat before hee had-cal- 
kd an Elder)muſt be blameleſſe , &c. the diſtinctions 
"Which were made inafter times,and upon whar grounds, 
-are t00 large to bee-mentioned . here. In the Mini 
| chargewe may conſider 
«  f. Theinſtirurion of rhe officeir ſelfe;and thisderives 
__ Chriſt, from whom they receive their com- 
"Mi 


bi ig] The application of this office to a certain ; 
'and this we uſually call Ordinarion,which after due. cx- 
| = mination. 


(ta) | 
aha baef ed Las dag taken for- 
_—_ with A A and faſting bythe Paſtors ators emis 


pie hen En dey namagt Fin 960 9 opal 
WC erfly managcd in ſever 

; ef atcelions, moore: 
thetc be arpedn, 7 ſcribed herein. Sometinies 
* the itſelf the right of electing their own 
een. ochertimes the Paſtors ſalely diſpoſed * © e- 
and many times it ſo falls out , that to. avoid 


opts conf ng faction, the hath been 
emu ng aſſume this part only co unlcli,2s it doth 


ro coafirm he Minifterin the exerciſe of his 
Paſtorall to give all freedome and encourage- 
ment ro the thereof, Nor muſt that 
which our Saviour hath given to the Di- 
Word and Sacraments, - make them in 
inaancr to exceed their bounds. | The Church 


== It ena - = —_ 
4 this were not Suge 
the power and demonſtration of the 
demonſtration of all other power would be to 

tcr-" The power bf the Keyes in binding and * 
muchmſifted/on, &no more then to declare, that hea- 
vens gates are opento the penirent, and ſhut to the ob- 


toucontocucs, ax thoſe upon whom God will 
role in Rt 2 


2 


| (13) | 

b y are Embaſſadors enly for Chriſt, and have, 
nrhag to lrruwhar he _ —_— 
Nor Excommunication, | 
men unto CO —_—. ice 
of late, make us to apprehend, thar Miniſters arc armed 
le end Ioinkie, ox che they coteninntnd 
fire from heaven ro deſtroy all thoſe they take for Same- 
vitans, We care not times what we ſay or do when 
wear athne LAS our own. intereſt is concern« 


deliveruig men up 
to Satan for ſoordinary a as many would make - 
ic. That which-che Apoſtledid in this cafe ſeems to have 
had ſomething of the miracle init, and ſo is underſtood 
by moſt of the Ancients, and many learned Moderns 
t00z and being ſo, ought neither to bee made a rule or 
example. As tor Excommunication, by wham,and how 
itisro bemanaged, would — 
this occaſion wil permit. That-part of it which condifts 
in the debarring of men from the aſſembly of che Saines, 
& participation of the Ordinances, hath nothing of force 
or coaction in it,thoſe that wil may contemn ir, tis-only 
2 Pun to thtm that-apprehend it ſo, and defire ro- 
be recenciled, the concomitants or conſequence there» 
of, asdepriving men of their civill intereſt, or liberty up« 
en it, is meerly Politick. Nor isit conceived to hee of 
that neceſſity or uſe, but in ſome caſes it may and onght 
to beforborn. We may aſwell be roo ſevere as roo re- 
miſs, and by pleading too much for the exactneſs of 
diſcipline endangerthe doctrine of theChurch.Ifby our ' 
meckneſs we cannot.gam thoſe that are contraryminded, 
we ought with patience to endure them, & with ferven» - 
cy 


(14) 
cy to pray for them, rill is ſhall pleaſe Godeither to re- 
form or remove them. Which we ſhal the more eaſily he 
perſwaded ro,if we confider that many are ſaints in Gods 
Fealendar, that arc got ſo in ours, many fall into cnor- 
mous fins, that are as angry with themlclves for ir,as we 
can be,& whoſe vertues, though we obſcrvenothing bur 
their imperfections, doc much p erace their vices, 
and it may be our graces too. What though the tares 
in Chriſts ficld, and impure yeſsels be ſcen in his 
Temple, let us endeavour tq ”22) bur ſelves as pure as 
filver refined, and t as the wheat which hee will 
gather into his Garger All things are pure ro the pure, 
a pious conſcience*s not polluted by the impiety of 
others, nor are the holy myfterics defiled becauſe wick- 
ed men approach them with unwaſhen hands. Hee that 
eats and drinks unworthily, cars and drinks j to 
himſelf; not mee. Thus wee ſee the Paſtors office in all 
ns isonely Miniſteriall, it contains nothing of Mae 
iſteriall power orforce, it governs only by ſerving, and 
commands by | ne All the Juriſdiction it can 
Claimis in the hearts and ſpirits of men, by that Word 
which is powerfuil and mighty thr8ugh God for the 
breaking down of the ſtrong holds of ſinonly , and for 
the bringing into captivity every proud and rebellious 
thought. And whilſt Miniſters ſhall make it their only 
duty-to diyide the Word aright, without ſeeking ro di- 
vide the power any longer with the Magiſtrate, the peo- 
ple wil more eaſily learntheir duty and reſpect to both, 
+ -and that threetold cord of mutuall love berwixt the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, Miniſter and people will be better 
. twiſted and a duc Harmony amongſt all the parts and 
ecmbers both of Church and State ſweetly preſerved, 
| "Which God Aimighygram! ESSAY 
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plealed to uma pogoces: 
ta ns 


Scening th 
I uv rnked a 


won os vain wi 

nr wy Iau coats be of 
dnenct youbers deneinhetLenuldoo meter og 
could recover in prior ubjc&, 

but what I have na EIED 
_—_ pre-cngagement otherwils , tha: Iam 
reſolved caſack ne farther refalutins thence, be 

ing loch in the leaſt manner to ſubje my conſcience to 
the ef intereſt of others, And farſt I cannor but 
P_ the condition of the times whercia we 
foundations are thus . , who 
y doc? -Bux ince God 


SIR, 
Ince you are 


(16) 
ſelves in things of ſuch conſequence. We are net in the 
place 'of God to diſpoſe of the events of affairs, and ſince 
things arefallen our ſo contrary to our expeRation, and 
poſſibly endeavours too.,- wee oughtto conſider rather 
what may concerrt us in this preſent janQure of affairs, 
then what =_ _ be _ of us as to former re- 
lations, which poflibly upon duc examination may ſeem 
expired;Arth Feginkt of oidrrorhileswe nc Act 
appeals were madeby King and Parliament,” both to 
and the People,and heſ word being laid hold'on to 
decide the controverſie, many good men were at a ſtand 
what to doe;who certainly if they had-beer-lefr to chem» 
ſelves, win, Hops convinced of the necefity the Parlia- 
ment then had to defend: themſelves by: force , would 
have defired { what many now doc)to have ate ſtill, bur 
the diſpute grew ſo Va all of-confiderable inrereſts 
were involved with the one party or the other q and the 
promo government being divided amongſt them- 
ves (for ſo they appeared to- all, unleſfe ro-fuch as 
would have, or endeavoured to make the Monarchy ab- 
ſolute) every man ſeemed let looſeto follow: that fide 
which —_—_—_ u__ ap Jp ro ir: _ 
expeRed (the Kings party havi ther force, 
lane of their | Lag mnainengi their cauſe): that? an 
accommodationſhould be madewiththe King.avc/Khow 
what was firſt attempted againſt the Army; who whe- 
ther they mightrhink their ſervice togprearto-bte xc6 
red by the Parliament, I know not-; [fare Iam, 'rhe 
arlfament then ſeemed more yes be/rid of rheit 
BenefaRtors, then to acknowledge the great-benotin rhey 


had donerhems: aidina hon time the ——_— 
Q, 
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ſohigh;and the apprehenfions of the Army fo ftrong, 


thatitheend of therr disbandivg, was to bee the begin- 


ing of-thcir ruine; and with enem((as'they.imagined/) if 
—_— the greateſt ,:yer of the beſt part of the Nation, 
and-poſſibly ofthoſe too who were theforwardeſt to ef- 


fe& itzrhar they reſolved to make uſe of that pawer God 


had purinto their bands, and that the preſent neceſſit 

whexcin they and-their friends-were involyed , did c 
a them to , join; themſelves with thoſe of the 
Fatament whom they accountederueſtro their truſt, 
htbe major part oppoſed them, : that they might 
thereby hinderthe conjunction intended with the King , 

& conſequently with bis party,which waslaid hold oa 
many, / in hope thereby to make way for their own ho- 
ngur and preferment,and the ruin of the Army and their 
Abctters. .This conſideration ſcemed then ſounportanc, 
thatto preſerve the form and being of the Common- 
wealth, there was-necd of pt ue then the uſu- 
all formalicies obſerved in other would admir, and 
that if the Elements did change theirplace to avoid ya- 
cuity, which would cauſe 2 deſtruction in nature, they 
the Laws of ciyill affairs mightadmit of ſome 
diſpenſation; and though the attempting what they did, 
might ſeem tocroſle ſome particular conſtitutions , /yer 
*rwas hoped it would bee lookt upon by all indifferent 
wiſe men as correſpondingto the generall and ultimarc 
end of all formsand conſtitutions of Policy and govern- 
ment, the preſervation of Juſtice , and good men thar 
ſhould be protected thereby. And looking upon the 
King as having forfeited all his intereſt by his carrying 
on the War to the utmoſt of his powes, in his continued 
| 2 application 
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yernment ſuch; that there might bee no place left for 

laying. Bur ekemiobe filaG farmedchichees 

ni we ws hot p__—_ ara rpcrgnge 
veamubbaots o' be goveriied by. in-chie 
world, Olich HEwere berter nicn then we are. What if 
things be nor ſo well as we could with, wee cannot; make 
chem þetrerby doing nothing, it pk they had been 
worſe if moſt had had their defires theproms mobilis 
of government be (6 vialently whirl'd-abour; the ibferis 
our orbs can haye little reſt. Nor canweexpect ;i unlefſe 
we prepare to live ir forne hermitage; but as weare ſha- 
Ters ini the Publique intereſt lefle ox mort, ſo1r9 actlike- 
wiſe ſome pert therein. "Thoſe thar' are; poſlaſt, of the 
power will tell us, that if we are nor for them we are; Qr 
mrend tobe againſt them,and wee .are able ro tell: our . 
ſelves, that we cannot be Members ofany civill aſſocia- 
tion, but wee muſt needs acknowledge head, If wee 
judg the power that is now claimed by. thoſe that arc 
over us tobe uſurped andunjuſt, why.doc nat we ehdea- 
your tore-inſtate thoſe we conceive.to be the right ;ow- 
ners? but if that be beyond our power, ſureno one can 
judg himſclfobliged ro ER 0dr CO IIEO0E 
think thoſe ſubjects difloyall, who baving made all poſ- 
ble refiſtance,yecld ar laſt to rheſtronger. "That /power 
ſcems to be ceaſed , and conſequently all ements 
ro it, that hath no ability to protect thoſe it claimes al- 
leagiance from,nar they any means left todefend it,they 
are the powers in being we are commanded to obey. Nor 
doe thoſe thar doe the moſt willingly comply with the 
preſent power alledge any Ang more rationally for their 
engagement t0 it, then their protection by it. I haye nor 
ge time 
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rime frictly to exarpin what the more ſort of men 


opjeagpaſrhe tee! the Engagement, theix chic- 
fe grliſcems rolicinthis,rhat they ſappoſe the ac- 
quiſition thexeofrobeunjuſt,and conſequently rhey that 
engagetoitolmn that injuſtice,” and*are guhky, of rhe 
wrongs thergby doneto' others.2i'1f:that-heforc-linred 
be norfafficietit es anſwer:this objection;ler usconſider, 
char upon thisgromd it will bee'hard>to-ſubmir-to. any 
ou whatever, lince (cldome any.enter into power but 
y the difpoſſeſſing of others, and the loſers wil ſtil have 
ſome cauſe rorcomplain. Beſides,we are not congperent 
Judges herein; nor are there any Courts erected to try 
ſuch ritlesz if wee have a mind to diſpute this, it muſt be 
rather witharms then arguments, wee can expecttore- 
ceiveno other anſwer to ſuch objections , then to bee 
made ſenfible they doe not bear the {word in vain. *Tis 

. the exerciſe ofthe goverament, not the title of the Go- 
vernors,that moſt ccncerns us that arc Subjecrs,they are 
ro anſwer this to a higher power , . not to thoſe thar are 
pipyaiem: Briefly, though the Government bee not 
uch as we could defire, or as we have promiſed to make 
it;yet fince the Kingdoms of the earth are the Lords,and 
he giveth them to whom he pleafeth, and that our vows 
or Eng ments cannot preſcribero the Almighries pro- 
vidence, let us ſubmitro his over-ruling hand ; and un- 
leffe wee defire to hive alone in the world, or iti Conti- 
nuall war,reſolve that we muſt acknowledg fome power, 
from which uponqur alleagiance wee may expect pro- 
tection, wherein the end and efſence of all goyernment 
ſeems to confiſt, I am afraid leſt I have given on 
ycr 


more trouble thenfſatisfaction by this Diſcourſe, w 
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SIR, | 
| JFrheſe zimesabouadcd asmuchin ads of picty 
do&in diſcourſe of Religion, if the Reformarion whi 

. harhdwelto long in mens mouths, had but ſunkg#es 
| their hearts, and ed inther lives, we ſhould then 
, bo truly feel that happinefſe, whick wee have but for the 
molt parrall this while fancied , andquirting the cloud 
cmbrace that Goddetle, whoſe native beauty cannor but 
raviſh, fince ſo many have been enamour'd with her pi- 
Qure only.. Holinefſe is foarrractive that her very Ene- 
micsdcfire to.ſhrawd themſelves under her wings, and to 
cbvet rhe ulcers of their vicious lives with her garment. 
The Scnbes & Phariſees loved to fir in Moſes chair,and 
Machiavilians think they never put off their Politicks 
better then in Chriſts Sc if they can bur counter- 
tcit Jarobs voice, they hope to 'paſſe well cave with 
Efavs hands. Hence itis char may haye made Religion 
2 tamporall intereſt anly, and under the ſpecious title 
of fle drive on thoſe witked defignes which 
phe make'd modeſt heathen toblufh, giving us in ſtead 
of the real demonſtrations of rrue piety,outward formes 
only ," or elſe a company of packt words and canting 
language, more becoming a charm then true devotion, 
Thar wee may not rherefore eirher deceive our ſelves or 
others, or think'we come to _ Do in. this world 
| : as 


eee 


(69) 

25 Mountcbanks upon aſtage, where the moſt mimicall 
bablers paſſe for the moſt ſuſhciett mens we muſ know 
nr - wrakr a common vl ice © _ ind norti- 
Ons, it =— clouds of ai » and ſub- 
lime Gecelniong 'If it fyim on! inthe head » Wwirhour 
rakivg root in the heart, it may fend forth leaves, bur ir 
bears no fruit, or if any, like rhoſe apples which were 
fait ro look tipog; butibeing rovcht, fellro powder. The = 
life of holinefſe is' 'moſt conſpicuous inthe holinefle of 
lives No ſooner does Gods Spirit move u 
our fouls,but we bring forth y all good works. 
The leaſt ſparkle of divine light that kindles in our 
minds. burnes as well as ſhines; if it doc not warm our 


affections as well asenlighten our notions, we may juſtly 
ſuſpect it is ſome ignis fatwws, no ray that is darted from 


the Sun of righteouſneſſe, or the Father of lights. An ir- 
religious holincfle will profit us-nothing, they are mal 
wicked that are but yertuous inwords and ſhew only. It 
will not therefere be impertinent briefly to conſider the 
influence that Religion ought to have upon all our aQt- 
ons,and how we may rather liyc,then talk devoutly. 

- Religion then, if it bee true, as it belecves all thar God 
reycals, fo it obeys in all that he commands [' his com- 
mandements are excceding broad, and we ſhall not bee 
aſhamed, when we have re{pect unto them allJ. There is 
2 concatenation of yertues and graces as well-in Divini 
as. Morality, hee that pretends but to'ſorne few'of them 
has none at all. T he two-Tablcs make-but one law, and 
though they be firſt and ſecond in regard of the objeR 
of which they treat, the worſhip of nad love of our 
Neighbour, yet they onght whe one and the ſame in 

YT | Our. 


__ WW. 
our obſcrvation- Nor muſt wethink ha, 
liſhed on Mount $72 is any other then the Law of Na- 
ture, which the Scripture calls rhe Law written in-our: 
hearts, and which every one might read, -were notxfit 
characters ſo defac'd by {in and corrtption.Fhis,asit is 
moſt agrecable to right reaſon, ſo we find lively impre(- 
ſions fin many actions of the Heathens, which, be-: 
cauſe they ſeemed 30 fail, cicher in the principle which 
ſer them awork, or in the end which they aimed ar, ſome 
aſſe sver only with theritle of ſplendida ptcearl , but 
oo rightly, I intend nor here to examine, Sure I am; 
this is the divine unalterable law which Chriſt came to 
fulfil,8 which by the _ of his Spirit he writes afreſh 
in the hearrs of all thoſe that belong to him. The Goſpel' 
ic ſclf is nothing butthis law illuftrated,and this law no- 
thing elſe bur the __ obſcured. The Religion of 'the 
Iewswnas the ſame with that of Adam,No4h, 8& the other 
Patriarchs, and outs with both, the difference only this, 
that we enjoy a cleerer light of that day which Abrahaw 
rcjoiced ſo much to ſee; the various rites and ceremonies 
with the different manner of Gods manifeſtation of him- 
ſcltrous and them, though ir = ſeem to argue a dit- 
ference of Religion to thoſe, whoſe Religion is nothing 
bur faſhion and ceremony, or a form of words, it catmor 
roany, who ſhall conſider that Chriſt was the ſamb lain 
from the beginning ofthe world, (by faith in whom they 
are layed as wellas we) and that the ſame law was a rule 
roall, and: muſt be unto the end of the world. And this 
as itis ſometimes called the Law ofNarure, ſo more u- 
ſually with us the Morall Law, becauſcir is the rule of 
our actions and maniiers , and that part thereof-which® 
D 3. -. teacherh» 
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teacheth us the duties we owe each to other,goes moſtly 
underthe name of «niverſall juſtice, a vertve ſ» compre- 
henſiye, that it includes all the reft, © diffuſive ;- that ix 
extends to all the actions that concerneither our, ſelves 
or others. And though many ſelf ſeckers pleaſe rhem- 
ſclycs only with the name efyod , 8 if it were a ſilly 
and dangerous thing to be juft withall ; yer we ſhal find 
at laſt, ifyuſtice be wanting, our fained godlineſſe will 
Rand us inlictle ſtead, though ir on fe vs applauſe 
with mech, it wilt but adde to ourfurther condemnation 
with God. The greateſt Saints have been moſtly by 
themſelves, and too often by others accounted the grea- 
reſt ſinners, Since thoſe thar are wicked areloth to. give 
to good menthetitle of godly,they muſt be carcful Row 
they attribute it too much to themſelves, . leſt they 
bee conceived to have ſomething of the ' Phariſce. 
Humility is the track character of a Chriftian, ir eon- 
tends not about words,nor is ambrious of great names. 
Though it bee all 'one 10 be juſt 2s holy,.:yer we find 
the Juſtmen more often mentioned in ſcripture then 
the godly , toſhewus that 'ris bur a vain pretence ro be 
piousunto God , unlefic wee bee juft. umo all. - And 
lince Juſtices that verttie, whereby wee: /tender” un- 
10 every one what belongs ro him, let us confider 
all che relations wee have, whether private or pub- 
lick, all the duties we owe to our Superiours, Equalls 
or Inferiours, And if wee acquit our ſelves herein 
3s good and juſt men , wee thalt thereby more rru- 
ly advance the work of Reformation, and adde a 
greater- luſtre to Religian, 'then by all the devices 
that either ignorant, or Palitick: hypocritical} men 
have inyented hitherto, which that wee. may all 
performe is, andever ſhall be the earneſt prayer of 

SIR lewr ES= 


ESSAY IV. 


SIR, | 
fad complaints there are abrqad inthe world 

of the difeaſes both-of our Church and :State, and 
both have laina long time almeſtbed-rid, yer jt 
hath been'rheir fate hirherto to meer ofrner with Empe- 
ricks thenPhyſi es, _ ſuch who underſtand better 


70 gain adramagt by cher diftampers,then honour by a 
eatqnabloanl fall cure. ing ſeemsto invite every 
one tacontribure as well the beſt of their thoughts as 
ro find out ſome means (if poſſtble)for a recove- 
ry;and' our. diſeaſe bee like a Hectique feaver 
(exfie 'to becured, though hard tobe tound our, 
buraftcrwards more cafily diſcerned, then. remedyed ) 
yer ſure there is a balſame for every wound, which 
though we cannot alwaies be ſo y a5 tO TCCOVEr,, We 
muſt endeavour ar leaſtto artain, uvlefle we bave amind 
ro-periſhas well by-our ownfolly as weakneffe. T'o omit 
the ſeverail ein civill and ſacred things,whj 
ſer to have occaſioned our troubles at firſt , toge 
with the#.cauſeleſſe. wes. xr water of the preſen Con 


which ne one. can rationally rg cr 
rill ar avangificeapers, _— i pacble Loc 


een ren; ce athome and abroad 'bee- better quieted, 
there is nothing ar preſent. which ſecms more worthy 


ettiwſtious confidcenion of ll tharare truly pious and 
diſcreet, 


COP 


diſcreet, then to find out ſome cffeuall means how to 


unite the ſeveral! factions in marter of Religionar home, 
and then how to ſecure our Religion from rkofe-thar 
would deſtroy it frgm abroad, ... . 


Every natural body defires as tnuch its unity as entity. 
Shee was the true Mother of rhe Child that would not 
have it divided. We depart as muchin effeR from Chriſt 
and his dodtrine, as we ſeparate cach from other, T 


Members that have not a communion | 
ſclves,bave no union atall with the head. Sinee Sherefong 
all diviſion in matters of Religionis very irreligious, ir 


will concern us,as much as our fouls arc worth,which we: 
may as welllotc for wangof charity as faith, tb. endea-' 
| Po vr oy breaches, which might poſ- 
ſibly be effected, it ſerring afide matters of leſſe moment 


and circumſtance, we would intend thoſe things that are 
really fundamentall., and cfſentially:required of 

| ian; which as they arefews {foarethey cleer and) 
obvious toall that defire to knowthe truth. Thoſerhings 
which arc necefſary to cternall life as well as our tempo-' 
ralllivelyhood,are ncer at hand; if wee delight only in 
curiofities they will coſt us deeret. : * Twas well faid of 
one; that he liked the world as God made it 5; but" 7708. as. 
men have made it: If wee behold Religion in that ina- 
tive ſimplicity and beauty wherewith God hath artired 
her, we cannot bur fall in love with her, but if wee-look: 
upotithe drefſe which the paſhons and intereſts:of nien- 
have put upon her;all her comlineſs is gone, we ſhat then: 
have much adoc to know her face _—_ ainting,: 
2nd beforced roacknowledge her ſelfto be the leaſt part 
ofthar whigh ſhe ſeems ro bz How many doe _—_ 
ove ei r 
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Ides's of their ownr brain for patterns in 
the Mount. And'it were well if they ight pal for ſnch 
with themſelves only, and that they wauld nor be ang 
withothers , who have not fo cafy 2 fxith, as to take a 
for Goſpel that they fancy. Ir hath been. a great policy 
in the Church of Rowe, firſt to invent whatmight make 
for their temporall inrercſt, arid afterwards to-ſcr- their 
Doors a work how to makcira part of their Creed: it 
were well if we Id kept a great diſtance from Rowe in 
this,as we pretend to do in other things.and that we had 
not endeayoured more to ſerve out ſelyes then God- in 
many late undertakings for Reformarion. We pray daily 
thatGods kingdom may come, but in ſtead of thardomi- 
nion and Empire he ought to exerciſe in our hearts and 
lives, we ere other thrones, andendeavour ro make his 
=—_ rather externally politick, then inwardly power- 
« If we would then haye Chriſt to reign, and the go+ 
vernment to be rightly ferled on his ſhoulder, let us at 
laſt ingenuouſly confefſe what we cannor conſcientiouſly 
conceal, Thar the Kingdom of God is*only righteotils 
neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt;ir confiſtsin 
thei man of the heart, in the ſubduing of our cor- 
ruptions, nd the conforming of our lives ro that humi: 
lity and ſelf-deniall thar ſhines in the life and doatrine of 
our Saviour. "The external rites anddiſcipline ſo- mack 
infiſted upon, are rarherthe garments then cither body 
orſoul ( any cfientiall part ) of Religion, which v 


ent enquiry we ſhall find in allages to be ſhaped zc- 
cording tothe infancy and growth of ſevetall Churches; 
and till conforming leſs or more tothe civill conftiruti- 
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" divide nd reign, ought to a che 

may unite and obey, the diſci a chav rl 
of more adyance their cauſe,chen all the loye they have 
hitherro ſhewed for Diſcipline. - And this bens once 
concluded, the next taske will be calmly ro debate and 
agree amongſt our ſelves what the fundamentals of Reli- 
gion are,which might be broght ſurc into a narrow-.com- 
paſſe, and ſo cleerly expreſt thar all anghic naderfiand 
them. Certa ſemper ſunt in paucis, & quicquid ad 
tem Chriſtianoram neceſſarinm eſt, Ahn, 2105 'mwe ing 
bedtioriſque facit, in aperto ponitur.And theſe being al- 
ſented => Why ſhould we too curioufly ſearch after 


which we ma more conan ratit ofs 
Why hw wee be —_— a thoſe G, "who though 


they agree with ee EY pri 7 
the concluſions and Nor en All have not the 
alcanauda mar ar padertaacing: - Sorne-mens 
CTIOrS acc with meckneſſe of Spirir, deſcrvea 
p< KA Ts = truth (OE Ew in proud 
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tort thatdart upon the face of thoſe that firſt caſt it; 


convince the gainſayers, then. by 
fulminations t 
if we cannot be {d ince the Pa. 
piſts, and other declared enemies of our Chnrch and 
State, we ſhall ar leaſt by rhis' i 
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upon them, and 
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1 maleanp "ESSAY V. 


_—_ We 
wee our ſclves —— pr pon much wonder that 


the times arc {0 bad, when we ſee mendaily grow worſe . 
If this preſent age had brought forth no new monſters of 
iniquity ( of which it is too frurfull) rheacting over}a- 
new the tranſgreſſions of the former ( yns_cdrpys. 
_ ———— many times in j - ag mens chat 6p 
zuſtly m_ bend, that 0 
of vengeance, which hath already me —_ 
© per ek Amongſt ocher Th —_ — F forge 
calamity, there is none ſcemsto pretend more diſaſter, 
week narragy + 3 hatred which Fon reigns a. 
all parties, whuft many account private en* 
vy part of the publick good, and think they never pro- 
ſecute Gods cauſe berter, then when they ongns each 
ether.So full are moſt of themſelves, that t y are ny 
of all charity ro others, and think rhey never appr 
God neerer, - then when they keep their Brethren at = 
teſt diſtance. Many are like him that wowd mea- 
ure all his gueſts by himſelf. and if they exceeded in fta- 
ure, would cut them ſhorter, ifthey were leſſe , would 
Rxctch them upon the Tenters. We axe no tefle ag * 


. 
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aRtions,and make,us comely — eys of God and man. 
| 2 


(33) 
call to mens opinions then he was to their perſons, wee 
arreignrtcin alar the bar of our ewn.judgmems , and 
condemnation upon them,according to the 
i&of our own fancies, Als terrs incognete that 


lies beyond the linc of our diſcovery, and whoever lives 


not inall points as we doe, muſt bee accounted no lefle 
then a Barbarian. lf others vertues ſeem to outſhine ours, 
we endeavour by all means toobſcure them, and iftheir 


candle burns dimmer, wee are not content ill wee have 


quite put our their light, What the Hearhens were wont 
ro lay heretofore of the Chriſtians, See huw they love each 


 #6her' moſt rhar paſſe for Chriſtians mayinow more truly 


non he 
by © - T -— Dias 
Cas if pm ts te en 
ed as the Deyill doth his, by ſtrife and diviſion) ſeemas te 
igh morein our practiſe , then thatjof our Lord and 
(which he makes the badge of his Diſciples ) to 
love one annther, If we delire then truly taapprove our 
ſelves to be Chriſtians { and we ſhould be very angry: ar 
any that would cenſure us for other ) ler,us -deveſt our 


ſelves of malice and detraQion, and put on the garment 


of charity, which will cover the nakednefſe ofour former 
What 


(G9) 

"What can we:ſecinour febres; tharmge ſhoakd'fo much 
_ "admire; ora brhersgrhac we ſhould fo amok-blamerrhe 
Ong, 
Foroughr we know bad, burthey aretitcaps- 
ble of: Gods grace, and CT 
and peace, he-deſcends inthe ſhapeot che Dove, 'norof 
the Vutture, and where his grace wells, it is moſt difu- 
yas 9'> that ſtone'whichconvertsall to gold, 
we aſſured nothing fhal'boe Uefled by irs touch. 
True Religion makes wen more-Clitiepble,, not more 
ccnſorious,it confmesnotrhe free grace of God ito any 
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bringour ſpirits rothis xemper ,. may bee affured. that 
Godsanpels wil pirch their tents about us. And thus pal. . 
ſing-avA@of oblivionin our owndbreſtsfor all rhe inju- 
ricy weave received from orhers,and ovetcoming of <- 
vil with goed, we ſhall make'borh-ourſebves and others 
much betrer and with our own peace proecure(at leaft o5- 
much as inus lics a the nayon,, "the 
eſtabliſhment whereof he mottzealouſly affects, tharis: 
: 14 Str, Sour mom ESSAY. 


proxection;; 'und'if we 


'x s 5 SAY Y vic. 
merge Aafima- 
ay abuſed cuſtormes e. - Thoſe 
errors ehichcanpleadp apFos; 
nor muſt we think 2 thor time ificit: ro fc the 
vices which haye-continued for han} act I doe not ſo 
much wonder ar choſe who contend for the obſervation 
of cirfnaſetis we callit ) andother uſua!l 
kneſle that would blow them 
-away ——_ dhe bicach, Nature n&ver imroduceth the 
formy, bur ſhee - firſt rhe marrer. Tf. the 
minds of meh were ſufficiemy molded for berter im- 
preffions,,! it would bee more cafy to. rake away the 
old leaven, but *wee- muſt expe to have that done 
-by degrees, when it-flall pleaſe. God by the gentle 
PR Spirit to blow away thar animoſity and 
which yer reignsin mens minds. When'the 
Athenian Law-giver was aSked whether hee had given 
chem the beſt laws, heeanfſivered, the beſt of thoſe Cn 
werecapable of. And it was objeRed ro Caro hitmſclf hat: 
he did many rimes more hprt then good by in 
the Snare av if he And been rather in an imaginary Pla- 
ronick comnien-wdlth,then ſicha co Vicious One, 
astheirs then was. Hee is the beſt Artiſt that applies his | 
worktothe matrer, not hee thar pretends to fnake the 
moſt. curious ſtatues'of the crookedeſt rimber..- The - 
E 3, crookid= 


(35) 
crookednefſe of gens minds in this age is ſuch, that hee 
muſt bee. a God thar would bring inan univerſall Refor+ 
agreed Lougrs uifice to "conſider 
the remper of the people, ana 1 arc {uſceptible 
of, nn bets 6 aca when. eto introduce or 
rake away. There hath been enough ( if not too much) 
already hinted concerning the fermer - as to the latter, 
wee ſhall find the civil as well as the religious (ifl 
may ſo ſpeak) of theſe Feſtivalls much i '0n, The 
firſt is a ſtrong advocate for the ſecond ,' the catertain- 
' ments and recreations wherewith they arc uſually ac- 
companyed,have made them more gracious ; wee 
need not wonder fince ſo many make their gain ro bee 


incfs, if ſome would have their plealure. alſo to paſs 
or ſuch. The beſt way to convince thoſe of the errors 


(as they are pleaſed to call 
them) were to find © align wh mga 4 


0 l 
for, and the famous conteſts about thei obſer- 
vation ( eſpecially that of Eefter , berween the Zafters 
and _ Churches) not alittle inſaſted on. W hat was 
judged layvfull for the Chriſtians of thoſe times , they 
coticeive ought not to bee as ſuperſtitious 
' now; and the many abuſes thar later times have brought 
uponthem, which were not of the originall inſtitution, 
might (as they ſuppoſe) more cally be removed "- 
| the 


| (37) 
ihe thing it ſelf urterly, and at once aboliſhed. There was 
WEE: 
_- | there. a for 
'' Coke | Got hoes Gr aguedrpaniealie: 
memoriall of Chriſts Incarnation, Sc. thoughthere bee 
nO command for ir in ſcripture, if there bee none ' 
inſt ir. They inſtance further , that they are ſo farre ' 
cry + any ſanctity to theſe times as ſuch, that 


think no Chriſtians ought to bee ac- 
—_— CE ifoFernie thenta tion to thoſe 


exerciſes of piery thatare performed therein. And they 
I's much wonder(which is n6t ſleightly to be paſt over)thar 
all obſervation of theſe times is ſtrictly forbidden as ſu- 
mg a kind of Judaicall obſeryation ofthe 
th ſeems to be enjoined as ſanctimonious. It would” 
be tedious to repeat what may be ſaid in theſe conteſts,if 
we defire our own or others ſatisfaction herein, let us be 
carcfull how we impoſe aneccilty, where God hath left 
us in an indifferency. The Apoſtle tells us, That he that 
regards a day, regards it wnto the Lord, and. hee that re- 
gards not 4 day unto the Lord he doth not regard it , and 


th oy we be more ſevere then he, I know nor; If 
we look upon the obſervation of dayes as part of the 
| Ceremonaall law, which is-now aboliſhed, why doe: we 


attribute a ſanctity ro the Lords day-more then ro any 
other, further then as it is defigned for our meeting to-- 
etherto hear Gods Word.,and perform-other acts of 
evotion?” If we underſtood rightly. the body and ſub- 
ſtance of our Religion, which is Chriſt, wee ſhould not 
dwell any longer in theſe ſhadows, nor would wee neg - 
lect the greater things of the law,which arc 5 
udge- 
] : 
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